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on what has already been read. These views, which the present writer 
fully shares, are all the more interesting because they come from one 
who not only was a lecturer by profession but will long be remembered 
at Cambridge as one of the most finished academic lecturers of his day. 
Space has permitted little more than an enumeration of the titles of 
the papers in this volume, but it would give the reader an entirely 
inadequate notion of its value to close without saying something of the 
charm of the author's style. His literary touch is as light as his thought 
is often profound. Always earnest, he yet possesses the gift of impart- 
ing a flavor of humor to his treatment of the most serious topics. Thus 
the reader is carried along even through an abstruse discussion without 
being made aware of the mental effort he is putting forth. In fact so 
admirable is the form of these Essays and Addresses that it is scarcely 
too much to say that they merited republication as models of style quite 
apart from the undoubted timeliness of nearly every one of the discus- 
sions which they contain. 

Henry R. Seager. 



Studies in American Trades- Unionism. By J. H. HOLLANDER 
and G. E. Barnett. New York, Henry Holt and Co., 1906. — 
380 pp. 

This collection of essays must be judged from the standpoint of two 
sciences — pedagogy and economics. It is the second publication of 
the economic seminary of Johns Hopkins University, the first being the 
valuable Trial Bibliography of American Trade-Union Publications. 
In the introductory chapters to the present volume, Mr. Hollander 
states briefly the pedagogical plan. The economic investigator in the 
seminary has limited himself to " economic microscopies," and has 
refrained from attempting comprehensive induction, partly by reason 
of his extreme Historismus and partly because of the vast area of the 
data. Neither governmental agencies nor independent investigators 
have sufficed to give us the needed material for the extensive or experi- 
mental induction of the physical scientist. In lieu of these the eco- 
nomic laboratory of the American university must be the prime factor 
in economic research. This includes the teaching staff, the students 
in residence, affiliated workers, and, most of all, it includes " investi- 
gation funds" which shall enable these investigators to travel. The 
editors have been fortunate , through the generosity of a friend and a 
grant from the Carnegie Institution, in securing these funds ; and in the 
course of the two years' preparation of this volume they and their stu- 
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dents have scoured the trade-union field. This field was selected partly 
because it was necessary to work in a limited department of economic 
research in order to have both the unity and variety required for the 
comparative method of group investigation, and partly because labor 
problems are the dominant economic concern of the American people. 

It is to be feared that the latter consideration has led the editors to 
premature publication of their students' work. As a pedagogical device 
for training students in research the plan is incomparable. Each mem- 
ber of the seminar is assigned a topic which he is to investigate com- 
paratively in the leading trade unions. But the present volume 
contains only a part of the results and marks "a stage, not a goal," 
in the inquiry. It presents us with selections of particular unions to 
illustrate the several topics. This illustrative material might be im- 
portant and significant if the student who investigates each group of 
unions knew enough of other unions to be able to bring out the points 
of comparison. As it is, the book has the defects of unrelated amateur 
recital of events without the gains of the cooperative method which the 
editors have so successfully practiced. These defects are fully shown 
if one compares the chapter on the " Finances of the Iron Moulders' 
Union," by Mr. Sakolski, with the excellent monograph completed two 
years later by the same writer, entitled The Finances of American 
Trade Unions. 

The other horn of the dilemma is found in the chapters in which the 
students have attempted a moderate amount of generalization, as in the 
chapter on the minimum wage in the machinists' union, and in those 
on apprenticeship and trade-union rules in the building trades. It is 
much more difficult for students to deal with such subjects than to 
investigate the structure and finances of particular unions, because in 
the latter class of subjects the data are taken from a single official 
source, and there is no demand for inferences, comparisons, weighing 
of evidence or discussion of the merits of this or that policy. It is dif- 
erent in the more economic and industrial topics. Here either the gen- 
eralizations follow simple and self-evident clues, or important factors 
are overlooked or poorly weighed, and economic inferences or sum- 
mary judgments are drawn from only a part of the great field of com- 
plicated data. While the chapters give promise of excellent work and 
fully justify the pedagogical plan, we must look for the real contribu- 
tions to economic science and labor problems in the further inquiries of 
the investigators. 

John R. Commons. 

University of Wisconsin. 



